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_ Responding to California’s Flood Crisis

The DWR White Paper on Flood Management

was prepared in response to a legislative
mandate.

It iIdentifies many of the challenges facing
the state’s flood system and presents
effective strategies to remedy them.




Central Valley Flooa
Control System Projects: [/

« 2.5 million people

« 2 million acres of
cultivated land

« 200,000 structures with an
Estimated value of $47 billion
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The system’s key problems:

- Aging infrastructure
* Increasing development in floodplains

* Court decisions have increased
the State’s liabllity

* State, local and federal funding for
Flood Management has declined
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Increasing Development in Floodplains
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Due to funding constraints, State and
Local Agencies do not have adequate
maintenance Programs for flood
systems.

Growing backlog of repair sites

* Continuing overall deterioration
of levee system
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Jones Tract Flood
June 3, 2004




The next big flood
could have devastating
consequences not only IF

to public safety, but to
the State’s budget and
economy.
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Ensure integrity of existing flood project infrastructure
through improved maintenance programs that balance
public safety and needed environmental protection

Evaluate existing flood control project facilitie
and prepare an economically viable
rehabilitation plan

Improve effectiveness of emergency response

Sustainable fund to support flood management R
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

. Update floodplain maps and provide better education on flood
risks to public and agencies that authorize development

. Implement multi-objective management approach
that includes flood protection, ecosystem
restoration and farmland protection

. Evaluate the State’s capacity to fund
levee maintenance, infrastructure ,r', }
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Proposed Legislative & Constitutional Actions

A. Examine existing flood insurance requirements and
consider the creation of a “California Flood Insurance
Fund”

. Create a Central Valley Flood Control Assessment
District with the authority to assess fees

. Enact legislative and constitutional changes that would
reduce taxpayer expose fro funding flood disaster
claims




Report Is a catalyst
to begin discussions

on the best ways
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to move forward with reform strategies and

filnancing system improvements.




Delta Levees




Delta Levee
System

1,100 miles of Levee protecting 700,000 acres
162 Levee Failures over last century
Subsidence rate: 1 inch/yr (or 30,000 AF/yr)

$60 million spent on Special Projects since 1989,
mostly on 8 western Delta islands

60% chance of catastrophic failure by earthquake
or flooding by 2050




— Evaluate current and future risk

— Identify consequences

— Identify risk reduction measures, including
levee upgrades and land use changes

— Evaluate alternative strategies to reduce risk
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Scoping Process

Develop Proposed Project Plan

Obtain DWR and CALFED Concurrence
Obtain Public Comments

Complete Contracts for Services

Carry out Comprehensive Program Evaluation
Prepare Draft Report

Obtain Public Comments on Draft Report

Finalize Report




Delta Levee
System

Interim
DWR
Initiatives




